Dear Bill Breen,

My cousin forwarded your email address to us after you responded to his posting on the 2-56 reunion website and said that you wished to get in contact with Hank's family.

If you wish to view Hank's obituary, you can go to www.altmeyer.com, click on "Obituaries" and scroll back through the site to March 14, 2008 and click on Henry F. Bolin, Jr.  Our mother wrote the obituary.  If you want to leave a thought for the family, you can click on "Guestbook" and write a message.  I view the site each day and when new messages are sent, I contact my brothers and my sister.

I remember Dad talking about you so I remember your name.  I'm assuming you're someone who knew Dad for a very long time.  Did the two of you serve in the Marines together?  I know he was planning on going to a Marine reunion in March or April.  If there are other people whom you know would want to be notified of our father's passing, will you please pass the information on?  

Dad died very unexpectedly.  He was in good health.  He was very active and involved in living a full life.  On the day he died, (Sunday, March 9th) he had gone to Mass that morning, sang in the church choir, had invited 9 members of the choir to his home for brunch following church, and played his piano for about 30 minutes following brunch as he and his friends sang along.  When he stood up from the piano, he collapsed.   It was very quick.  The doctors at the hospital said that it was a heart attack.  He was surrounded by friends and was doing one of the many things he loved to do.

Oh, I guess it would help if you knew who I am.  I'm Mary Jean, Hank's oldest daughter.  My siblings are Henry, Alex, and Amy.  They all live in Virginia and I'm in California.  Our mother, Alice, is in Virginia also. 

If you have any questions or just want to drop us a line, my email address is mjbolin@comcast.net.  We're trying to gather addresses for thank you notes.  (Specifically the Marine members that knew Dad.)  We received flowers and cards from many of them but they did not have their addresses on them.  If you can help us with this in any way, it will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Mary Jean Bolin
1955 Sleepy Drive
Yuba City, CA  95991





  Thank  you and be advised the  USMC group meets  in Memphis the 10th of April  what could be  the final  reunion due to age -illness - etc  and that web site is www.TBS256.com    and he will be well  remembered  but  mainly mourned  by a bunch of old Marines  now scattered all over  the Country .  Please before I forget  send the phone number  of Sister Jean as I do want to call her .       
           I first met Hank at Quantico in 1953 in the PLC program  in Quantico  and as one  redneck from Alabama  that played football  at Maryville  College in Tennessee  it was a crazy pair yet a relationship  that was  a great friendship   that became stronger over the  years  not just reunions  but  often a phone call or e-mail and one  meeting  when i was teased  by Hank  for my weak  sailing skills  while a couple  of us met in Daytona Beach .  
           Back to  Quantico  after I graduated from college  I went through the OCS program again  at Quantico  as Hank remained in the  PLC  program but both had the  requirement  that 2nd Lt;s  have or had and that is  Basic School  and we  picked  it up again. 
            With great Memory i recall sleepless  car trips to Geneva. NY  leaving  DC late at night  after a parade  at 8th & I St, and meeting with Bolin Family  who later  became "pen Pals " with my folks in Alabama After we were  graduated  and while I was in Japan  for almost  two years  My Mother notified me  ala Hanks Mother  that he survived  a  plane crash  while alone in the waters  off  Texas . I still have the  clipping that  Mrs, Bolin sent Mrs. Breen  who informed  me  of that scare . 
               I will go back  now to 1953 again in closing  that  I always  laugh when I remember  Hank and  I and others would  go to DC every chance  they gave us  just to get out  yet we were not  blessed with a lot of money so Hank would get the word out he could play the Piano and he sure as hell could . This created  a situation that all  potential  Marine  officers  followed Hank  to any bar he  liked and  followed same  patern. I could go on and on like  there was a great piano player  ( I cant spell the proper word)  by the name of George Sharring( cant spell that either )  who was blind  but played   beautiful  songs  especially  if your  a US Marine  on Liberty  seeking  companionship  in Washington DC in 1953.     
 I could go on and on  but I assure you  that next week  in Memphis  it will not be the same  and this feeling of sorrow   and  mourning is  100%   Hank Bolin left this life  as  a fine  individual - Family man - Great athlete -  great Citizen who loved this Country -again that family  that he spoke of  so often . We his   Friends  have lost  a GREAT FRIEND  but  LOOK FORWARD  TO CONTINUING THAT  FRIENDSHIP AS WELL . Semper FI- Big Guy! Bill BREEN ph. 256-536-4431  or e-mail projobs1@bellsouth.net
